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Blind, Former Cheltenham Resident to Walk 1000 Miles in 1000 Hours for Charity
HIGHLANDS RANCH, CO, USA—April 15, 2010—Highlands Ranch resident Lee Shayler, 48, is setting out on April 25 to recreate a 200-year-old walk.  He is walking 1,000 miles in 1,000 hours to raise awareness and funds for blind charities (www.mEyeWalk.com).
Lee moved to the U.S. 11 years ago from England.  He developed the eye disease Retinitis Pigmentosa more than 20 years and now is legally blind.  To make matters worse, he was recently laid off after 17 years working with IBM. 

“Fortunately, I do have loving family and friends who continue to support me,” explains Lee.  “In recent years, I have become more aware of the blind community around me and am often amazed at what other disabled people are achieving. Operating wood cutting saws, world travel and climbing Mount Everest are just a few feats that come to mind. It is with this inspiration in mind that I am now taking up this challenge.”

Lee’s walk is modeled after one completed in England in 1809 by Captain Robert Barclay Allardice who wagered he could walk 1,000 miles in 1,000 hours for 1,000 Guineas (about $1,600).  The goal for Lee’s walk is to raise $50,000 to be split between two blind charities--the Foundation Fighting Blindness (www.blindness.org) and the British Retinitis Pigmentosa Society (www.brps.org.uk).
Lee will begin his walk on April 25 at Highlands Heritage Regional Park, Colorado, walking for 42 days and 41 nights between six parks in Highlands Ranch, ending at Redstone Park on June 5.  Lee will also need volunteer guides, as he needs at least two people with him at all times. (For complete schedule or to volunteer, visit   www.mEyeWalk.com). 
Lee’s wife Sandra is a Real Estate Agent with the Keller Williams Park Meadows Office. Her team, Keller Williams Accent Properties, is one of the sponsors for the walk. The Highlands Ranch Metro District and Douglas County Parks have given their permission for the walk to take place between and through its parks.  
